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Candidate   Yenny  Almonte 

 DBN:  
  

14K084 

14K084 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

We arrived in this country without being able to speak English and we have worked hard to forge 

ahead. I started attending school meetings without knowing the language, and in 2011-2012 I won the 

SLT elections. I later ran for a position on the PTA and held the position from 2012 to 2014. 

Currently, I am a member of a group of parent volunteers with Learning Leaders. I want to continue to 

work for our successors and to ensure that parents practice this slogan: Involved parents in their 

children's education equals successful children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I arrived in this country in May of 2010 with many dreams. I have three children: Jennifer Suriel who is 

in 9th grade, Ashley Suriel who is in fourth grade (she is an ESL student and a student with an IEP) and 

Johnny Suriel who is in the third grade and is also an ESL student. As a committed mother, I have 

become involved with anything that relates to them. With regards to my education, I'm in my second 

semester of ESL in ASA College. I want to run for a position in the CEC because I want to represent 

all the parents in my community, especially those parents that do not speak English, and particularly for 

our children, so that I can be their voice in our district. 

 

Candidate   Christina Assad 

 DBN:  
  

31R004 

31R004 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL No 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Most Naznin Begum 

 DBN:  
  

28Q182 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am working with the Pre-K children who needs Special Education.It's really very hard to reach their 

IEP goal.Our school mission is to provide the quality education for the children and supportive services 

for their families through nurturing environment.Our staff goal is language,math,science,gross motor 

and fine motor skill,social and emotional development.We have some behavioral issue.We handle it 

by following the behavioral protocol.Pre-school and UPK program are very helpful to the students to 

have them ready for public school.It's really very important. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Teacher Assistant 
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Candidate   Ramy  Beshara 

 DBN:  
  

31R055 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Arjmand Asghar Chatha 

 DBN:  
  

26Q133 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am an academic by profession. I do not have any specific community or civic activities as such, 

however, I have had the opportunity to sit in a number of KG classes where my child is enrolled in. I 

had a few observations most of which were positive. However, there are some areas where there is a 

room for further improvement. Being a parent, I am very interactive with teachers about various 

activities and methods that are in practice. It gives me a better overall picture. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Alcir S. Desa 

 DBN:  
  

26Q041 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I HAVE BEEN A MINISTER AND COUNSELOR FOR STUDENTS IN MY COMMUNITY 

CHURCH FOR 10 YEARS. ALSO WORKING AS A CHAPLAIN AND VOLUNTEER 

TEACHER. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Ummay Tamanna Fardous 

 DBN:  
  

15K230 

15K230 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am active in PS 230 PTA and volunteer regularly as a Learning Leader in 2nd and 5th grade 

classrooms, after-school cultural programs, art workshops and the crochet club. I have two ESL 

students and am an ESL student myself. I have also volunteered at DRUM - an organization that serves 

illegal immigrants, assisting with office work, and Bangladesh Institute of Performing Arts (BIPA), 

painting alpona designs. In Bangladesh, I participated in cultural programs, and created decorations for 

wedding events. I also played guitar in the first women's band in Bangladesh. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I came here from Bangladesh to create a better future for my family. I am learning so many things and 

want to share my experience with the community and public schools. 

 

Candidate   Albania Garcia 

 DBN:  
  

08X558 

11X468 

11X468 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

ELL No 

No 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Daniel W Gavilanes 

 DBN:  
  

10X095 IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I attened ps 145 also ps 54 , LIC high school and La Guardia community college major in accounting I 

also took bilingual classes in the school 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I love teaching my kid english and spanish 

 

Candidate   Bin  Huang 

 DBN:  
  

25Q020 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

2013-Present. Provider of Joy Learning Center I started an after school program in Flushing since 

2013. During these years, I served many chinese families and students. I know the parents and students' 

need ,especially the Chinese immigrants' families. so I really want to be a part of Education Council, to 

be a true voice for the Comminity. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Faith,Love and Patience 
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Candidate   Me Sook  Hyun 

 DBN:  
  

25Q189 

25Q189 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

1. D25 CEC Member. 2. JHS 189Q SLT, PTA Member 3. Korean American Parents Association 's 

Member 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Me Sook Hyun. I have two children in Juinor High School.A nd I'm Social Welfare's 

Doctor. I was Korean Navy counselor when I live in Korea. I want to help ELL parents member 

through my parenter's education experience and counseling tranning career. Thank you. 

 

Candidate   Carlos Herrera Narvaez 

 DBN:  
  

02M542 

01M332 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I NEVER HAD PARTICIPATED . THIS IS MY FIRST TIME , BUT I WANT TO BEGIN TO 

HELP ANOTHER PARENTS AND STUDENTS FOR WE WILL GET TO EXCELLENT 

EDUCATION FOR STUDENT IN NYC MANHATTAN. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My interest in this position is for encourage students and parent to participate in the children life 

education l,have experience in customer services and I want to help to other person to get the goals in 

them life. I took a first-year calculus course at a local college and earned an A. It seemed only logical 

that I pursue a career. When I began my undergraduate career, I had the opportunity to be exposed to 

the parents and students how the education is most important in the life.. I've also had the opportunity 

to study a number of subjects in the humanities and they have been both enjoyable and enlightening, 

providing me with a new and different perspective on the world in which we live. 

 

Candidate   Hebatalla Ibrahim 

 DBN:  
  

30Q301 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a former community council in D30, I have been an SLT member., a member in Zone 

126 , a member in NY immegration reform , participate with some activities in improving schools. . 

ALso ; I am a current member in the city wide council on English Language Learners since 

2013..Alliance of school education Quality, ERDA , class size matters group and finally lots of 

Oraginzations that served children with disabilities. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am an enthusiastic mom of three kids in different academic levels..I live in Astoria , Queens . I am a 

former Arabic interpreter/translator. I have a great relationship with the community . Also I am a 

stronger advocate for kids in needs. as a voice for those families , I try to achieve their goals , 

expectations & be able to navigate the education system and get the best available services & their 

chances as an involved partner in thier kids'education. Also ; helping families who have children with 

IEP's to understand that process and expect what they can get to help thier children with available 

services and a great school team support and care.they deserve it. In addition , a member of the Parent 

Advisory team in the musuem of Space and ships "Intrepid"" for the second term. I am also engaged in 

most of social groups and disabilities organizations to obtain the service for Special needs kids. Finally , 

I am concerned about the immigration reform to help out the struggling undocumented families and 

srudents. 
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Candidate   Awatef Ibrahim 

 DBN:  
  

24Q530 

30Q141 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have served on the CCELL for over two years now and am also Co-President of District 30 

President's Council and the vice- president of the PTA at P.S 234. I also provide translation for families 

that speak Arabic and have difficulty communicating in English. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of ELL students, I wanted to be able to support my children as much as I can to help them 

with their transition here in the United States. As I was getting involved, I noticed that all students need 

someone who can support and advocate for them because of the language barrier and their parents 

inability to communicate in English with the school. A problem I had encountered was that if you don't 

know what can be provided for you and your children, then you will lose that right since you may not 

get informed about it. Therefore, I decided to get involved and know of all the programs that can be 

provided to ELL students so they can adjust in a new school environment and learn in a different 

language. 

 

Candidate   Ganimete Kastrati 

 DBN:  
  

31R002 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have 22 years experience as math teacher and 6 years as principal in High School with 800 students 

from different families ,different incomes,different education, in Albania. During my work I have 

comunicated with students and their parents in different ways.I had students from rural region that had 

difficulties to come to school and the comunication with their parents were difficult but forever I found 

to them the desire for school,for education of their children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am from Albania.From my country I have 2 Bachelors,one for Mathematic Education and one for 

Business Administration.I worked in Albania 22 years as math teacher in High School and 6 years as 

Principal in High School. Now , in NY I am in process for certification as math teacher. 

 

 

Candidate   Mandeep Kaur 

 DBN:  
  

25Q021 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Mirna N Oemy Lazo-Canales 

 DBN:  
  

27Q090 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

at the present time i am the vice-president of the PTA at PS90Q 

Personal 
Statement 

 

i am the kind of person that likes to make a difference and that's the reason why i volunteer myself at 

my son's school, i am willing to work with other parents to fight for what is right for our kids, they are 

the future and i think that they deserve the best education, and i feel that we are the people that can 

make this happen, and i think that where there is unity there is a voice to be heard, let's do this is now 

or never. 

 

Candidate   Nuris I. Leyba 

 DBN:  
  

06M462 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Yu-Cheng Lin 

 DBN:  
  

28Q196 

28Q196 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

From 2008-2011, planned a series of Taiwan cultural workshops for young people from around the 

world. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to try to participate in skill studies and understandings. I believe that understanding and 

acknowledgement come from engagement! I am from Taiwan! I would do my best to achieve mutual 

understanding and appreciation of different cultures and truly realize the value of cultural diversity! 

 

Candidate   Leonora Lokaj 

 DBN:  
  

10x205 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

By serving on the City wide education council I wish to utilize my skills in interpersonal relationship in 

order to contribute further to my community, specially to the students with disabilities and special 

needs and English Learning students. My background places me in a unique position to understand the 

issues facing these students. I am a mother of a beautiful child receiving special education services. I 

would love to serve as an advocate on behalf of district schools regarding educational issues that impact 

the district, identify the most important issues facing students and parents. 
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Candidate   Miguelina Antonia Martinez 

 DBN:  
  

07X334 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Actualmente soy la presidenta de la asociacion de padres y maestros de la escuela. Tambien soy 

miembro participe del equipo de liderazgo de la escuela (SLT). Tengo la experiencia de tener una hija 

que llego recientemente al pais y se encuentra en una escuela donde tienen programas de ingles como 

segundo idioma. Esta escuela se concentra en educar solo a estudiantes recien llegados al pais. 

Ademas, asisto a todas las reuniones mensualmente que convocamos para los padres de nuestra 

escuela. Yo participo en todas las actividades que la escuela ofrece para los padres y estudiantes 

constantemente, porque entiendo que la participacion activa de los padres en la comunidad escolar 

hace la diferencia. Todo esto lo hago porque estoy consciente de que los padres conjuntamente con la 

escuela somos parte fundamental del apredizaje y desarrollo de nuestros hijos y estudiantes. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Mi interes de ser miembro de uno o ambos consejos de educacion de la ciudad, radica 

fundamentalmente en que que la educacion es una herramienta inpresindible para el avanze de las 

personas, en virtud de que en Estados Unidos los jovenes tienen muchas oportunidades de estudios. 

Siempre he sentido gran interes por conocer y dar seguimiento al aprendizaje y conduta de mi hija, sin 

embargo, como miembro del consejo de educacion podre tener la oportunidad de apoyar a otros 

padres que quizas por sus trabajos y no conocer la importancia de la educacion de sus hijos no se 

acercan a la escuela y a las reuniones. Quisiera liderar y acompanar a otros padres que tengan 

iniciativas y preguntas, y se que puedo abogar por el bienestar de otros ninos de la escuela y de mi 

distrito escolar. Se de antemano, que el concimiento es poder y cuando este poder se mescla con 

deceos de trabajar por el bien de otros ninos y sus familias el resultado es positivo. Me siento 

inmensament elogiada en poder participar en la seleccion de cualquiera de los consejos de educacion 

de la ciudad de Nueva York y para mi seria un honor servir para mejorar nuestra comunidad y la 

educacion en nuestra ciudad. 

 

Candidate   Rufina  Martinez 

 DBN:  
  

10X342 

10X342 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

MIEMBRO DEL CONSEJO ESCOLAR DE LA ESCUELA JULIO J. HENNA EN PUERTO 

RICO, REPRESENTANTE DE LA COMUNIDAD. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

LICENCIA EN DERECHO EN LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA. 
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Candidate   Yohanna A Martinez 

 DBN:  
  

09x218 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have attended parent meetings and parent-teacher conferences. I have also participated in school 

activities regarding important dates (e.g., Thanksgiving). I have also attended volleyball games, where 

the school competed with other schools in the City. In each of these activities I have been able to 

confirm the importance of having parents involved in the education of their children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Yohanna Martinez. I am Dominican and live in the Bronx. I have two daughters. My older 

daughter attends a public school in the Bronx while my younger one still attends daycare. I also have a 

son-in-law who also attends a public school in the Bronx. I received my bachelor's degree in 2005 in 

Political Science in my native country of the Dominican Republic. In 2006, I emigrated to the U.S., 

and have resided in the Bronx since. Currently, I am working on going back to school so that I could 

continue my studies. This way I can show my children that education is the basis for progress. I believe 

that the best way to teach is through example. 

 

Candidate   Juana C Medina 

 DBN:  
  

11x556 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have volunteered for early childhood programs and have participated in almost all of the PTA 

meetings in my children's schools. I am also a bible school teacher for my religion for children between 

5 and 9 years of age in my community that don't know the language. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I'm running for this position because I want to actively participate in the changes that will be taking 

place within the Department of Education. I know that, one way or another, these changes will benefit 

not only my children but all those that are enrolled in the educational system. 

 

Candidate   Sandra  Mejia 

 DBN:  
  

22K206 

22K206 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL No 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER ,,GENERAL EDUCATION 

Personal 
Statement 

 

IM VERY MUCH OUT SPOKING ,OPINIONATID,OBSERVANT,GOOD LISTENER. 
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Candidate   Migdalia Ramos 

 DBN:  
  

24Q211 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Yanilda Rodriguez 

 DBN:  
  

06M018 

06M018 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Caridad A. Ruiz de Martinez 

 DBN:  
  

10x310 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have participated in many parent conferences with my Parent Coordinator on different activities in my 

school. Currently, I am participating in a program for parents, related to English as a Second Language, 

with the premise of helping our children after school and because of the new academic requirements of 

the New York City Department of Education. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Martha Saint Hilaire 

 DBN:  
  

06M346 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I had been studient for ESL standart and for health care providers in differeents public school/ library 

of the city. i am a present parent representative of a public school i assisted most of the meeting i was 

invited to assist fom my nephew's school. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

i have experience working children from new born to 10 years old taking care of them doing the daily 

duties as: prepare food,change diapers,help them to learn basic education skills as ABC to help doing 

homework;tranporting from their house to school back and foward. 
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Candidate   Aisuluu Sartbaeva 

 DBN:  
  

06M540 

21K303 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTApresident 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent, and i PTA President in school IS 303 almost 2 years. And i see how hard work teachers 

of my kids, for given more opportunities, and teach our children. I am gonna keep going to help 

schools and teachers. Also i want to be bridge between parents and teachers. I know how difficult for 

parents and teachers speciali if it is English as second language, because we are come from our country 

we have two languages Russia and native Kyrgyz and we need to learn English. And i will working for 

our children and parents for helping him learn more and easily. 

 

 

Candidate   Masashi Sato 

 DBN:  
  

30Q234 

30Q234 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

English Language Lerner 

Personal 
Statement 

 

We have immigrated from non English speaking country in August 2014 and it has been 8 months as 

of March 11, 2015, having difficulties in communicating and performing comprehensive reading in 

English language. 

 

Candidate   Sunita Singh 

 DBN:  
  

29Q181 

27Q309 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL No 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have taught reading English at a school overseas. My children studied overseas for three years at 

schools where English is the medium of instruction but is not the native language. As a result, when 

they moved back to the U.S., they have had to adjust to native English speakers and struggle with school 

curriculum. They are now well adjusted although u eighth grader continues to be enrolled in ESL 

program. I am currently a member of the PTA at PS181Q 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent of three children in New York City schools. Being a first generation immigrant, I really 

appreciate the diversity in the schools of this city. I would like to be able to make positive contributions 

to the education of our children. 
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Candidate   Teresa Vazquez 

 DBN:  
  

30Q141 IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Recently I have been attending meetings. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Albert M Washington 

 DBN:  
  

30Q555 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Shengchao  Yu 

 DBN:  
  

26Q203 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As a parent who raise children bilingual and has English as second language at home, I have extensive 

experience in helping students navigate in bilingual environment and excel in speaking, reading and 

writing in both languages. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent who raises kids bilingual and wants kids to excel at school even with English as a second 

language at home, I have strong desire to help students from immigrant families succeed academically 

while at the same time maintaining their strong ties to their native language and culture. I truly believe 

schools in culturally diverse communities like the ones in New York City need diversified curriculum 

and programs for and special attention to students from different backgrounds. As a working 

professional, my own experience as a graduate student in US university and as a parent working with 

my own kids give me a unique perspective on and understanding of how to best prepare students for 

future challenges in higher education and professional life. I would like to have the opportunity to help 

shape the education policies of NYC schools and do my part in helping students better prepare for the 

future. 
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Candidate   Farina Zafar 

 DBN:  
  

22k206 IEP:  N/A ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Odeta Zheku 

 DBN:  
  

20K445 

21K281 

IEP:  N/A 

N/A 

ELL Yes 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

NA 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 


